Vouchers instead of Money campaign

The City of Cape Town has a campaign on the go that encourages people to give vouchers instead of money to street people. These vouchers are a way of bringing street people into contact with social welfare organisations who help to rehabilitate them - 11 individuals have already been moved off the streets! A fantastic effort and a cause worth supporting, so please consider using these vouchers rather than giving handouts to the guys who loiter around local intersections. 
In 2008/9, the Protea Subcouncil voted R300, 000 for the upliftment of street people. We, as residents, need to support Council by adhering to the DON'T GIVE CAMPAIGN, otherwise it will serve no purpose and no one will benefit.
PLEASE HELP US TO HELP THEM AND TOGETHER WE CAN START TACKLING THE PROBLEM. SMALL CHANGE MEANS NO CHANGE!
Vouchers are sold at:

· Claremont: Juta's Bookshop on Dreyer St, the Engen Convenience Centre on Main/Protea Road, and the U-Turn office at St Stephen's Church on Belvedere Rd.

· Newlands & Rondebosch: The Avenue Café on Newlands Ave, and Westerford Kwikspar on Campground Rd.

· Kenilworth: Super Spar on Rosmead Ave, Engen garage on Warrington Rd (opp Kenilworth Centre), St James Church, Kenilworth. 

· Bergvliet, Plumstead & Wynberg: Engen garages on Ladies Mile, Gabriel Rd, and Wynberg's Chelsea Village Convenience Centre.
· Haven Night Shelter Passport - At R10 this passport is available at all shelters, and is accepted as payment for shelter services. For more information, contact Hassan Khan at 021 461 7830 or hassan@haven.org.za
For more information, contact Sam Vos at 021-674 6119 or info@homeless.org.za.

More comments from RCID newsletter

The street beggars and people at the traffic lights are becoming a big problem, and giving handouts simply compounds the problem, keeps them on the streets, and encourages more to try the same modus operandi. This situation also encourages opportunistic and often calculated crime and threatens neighbourhood security. The City of Cape Town and the Community Crime Forum are asking residents to refrain from giving any money, food or clothing to beggars & vagrants. Many of us feel sorry for those less fortunate, and make ourselves feel better by handing over cash, food, clothing and other goods. In fact, you are not helping at all. Professional social workers concur that this simply confirms a dependency on charity and entrenches a life on the streets. We must endeavour to remove these people from the streets to enable them to find a better and more productive life through organisations such as U-Turn, etc., as below.

The City of Cape Town's DON'T GIVE CAMPAIGN encourages the community to redirect their generosity by buying vouchers. It is not just a cup of soup once a week. The most important thing is that it genuinely reaches street people, and sees to needs such as health, shelter, counselling, social grants, ID books, referral, reintegration, training, etc. A booklet of 5 vouchers sells for R20 and each voucher has a map and key, stating where and when they can be redeemed. The scheme is running well so far but needs more members of the public to get behind the initiative and purchase vouchers. 
Refuse collection days

The Solid Waste Department is making a plea to residents to act responsibly and not put wheelie bins out at any time other than the morning of collection, nor pile up extra garbage next to the wheelie bin. Bins left overnight are a proven security threat and also encourage "garbage mining" by street people searching for recyclable material, etc. which creates a litter problem. Unfortunately we have a situation at the moment when large numbers of unsavoury characters are coming into our suburbs on garbage collection day. Why? Because residents leave food, newspapers, bottles and in some cases clothes or cast-off household items next to their bins. Vagrants often become defiant and obnoxious when ADT asks them to leave and refuse to move, and in many cases start fighting amongst each other over items left by "caring" residents.
DO NOT encourage street people to take away your waste. Use Council dumpsites:
· Rosmead Avenue: WYNBERG Tel: 021-386 7965 Cell: 071 681 3772
· Athlone:Tel: 021 694 1710
Information at Your Fingertips:
· Displaced Persons Unit (DPU) - Wayne Aldridge - Cell/SMS: 076 177 5440. Turning a blind eye merely complicates the problem.
· Social Development - Chantal Adams - Tel: 021 710 8300 Cell/SMS: 084 243 2448 Field Workers - Pius Okiror - Tel: 021 762 8769 for elderly, obviously ill, alcoholic and drug-dependent people or babies and children at risk.
· U-TURN - Sam Vos Tel: 021 674 611982 Belvedere Road
The following umbrella bodies offer services to street people in the South Peninsula Administration area.
· Beitun-Nur (Destitute women and children) - Tel: 021 797 9770
· Big Issue - Tel: 021 761 0714
· Cape Mental Health Society - Tel: 021 447 9040
· CASP (Children, youth and adults) - Tel: 021 462 0280
· Child Welfare Society - Tel: 021 761 7130
· Deaf Community of Cape Town - Tel: 021 671 6385
· Department of Social Service - Tel: 021 710 9800
· False Bay Hospital - Tel: 021 781 1121

· Happy Valley Home - Tel: 021 786 5087

· Haven Organisation - Tel: 021 419 1255
· Open Door - Tel: 021 762 5971
· Street Works International - Tel: 021 762 7783
· TB Care Association - Tel: 021 697 5553
· Victoria Hospital - Tel: 021 799 1111
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